PREFACE

During the three months, May, June and July 1925, Gandhiji
was engaged on a tour of Bengal. The one outstanding event
was the death of G. R. Das which took place at Darjeeling on
June 16. This calamity overshadows this Volume, which is
naturally dominated by institutions like Santiniketan anc/ Khadi
Pratishthan, and personalities like Rabindranath Tagore and
Surendranath Banerjea. The general movement for the promotion
of swadeshi, communal unity and the abolition of untouchability
received fresh nuances from local attitudes and conditions.
Politics Gandhiji voiced only in an undertone and they were
for the most part the politics of the Swaraj Party. The
reorganization of the Congress as an instrument of the con-
structive programme was a matter of the deepest concern to
Gandhiji. It was only towards the end of the period that his
utterances turned militant in the face of British intransigence, and
indicated a distinct probability of resort to civil resistance.

Both the political programme and the constructive programme
were accepted as useful and necessary. While the Swarajists
concentrated on the former, Gandhiji himself devoted his time and
attention to the latter. Each party, however, well understood and
tried to help the other.

On the constructive programme Gandhiji's views crystallized
more clearly. He was sure that the swadeshi movement at this
time was more solidly based than that of 1905-8 which, though
"magnificent in conception", had little organization behind it and
relied on "the broken reeds" of the Bombay and Ahmedabad
mills. Now spinning served as -a bond with the masses, the
charkha was the device to make them all feel that they were
children of the same land. The charkha had now become a magni-
ficent obsession not only with him but with millions all over
the country. He wished for it a larger place in Santiniketan
(p. 181). He pleaded with G. R. Das to "learn the thing and
spin religiously for half an hour for the sake of the millions and
in the name of God" (p. 229).

The object of the internal programme of the National Congress
was to achieve unity among all races, Hindu-Muslim unity
being a short term to cover all classes. His tours had revealed
to him th^t tjie jnajor communities were filled with mutual